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Happiness came to William Booth in the almost im-
mediate call to fresh efforts at reviving religious life. He
worked industriously in London as assistant pastor with the
Rev. P. T. Gilton, but it was only when he was free to lead
special services that the whole force of his personality was
behind the work. He described Mr. Gilton as " stiff, hard,
and cold; making up, in part, for the want of heart and
thought in his public performances by what sounded like
a sanctimonious wail." To William Booth want of heart
was the great infidelity, but he held nothing in more
abhorrence than a hollow sanctimoniousness. To such a
man, therefore, it must have been purgatory to work with
Mr. Gilton, and like a holiday to escape from him into the
crusading battles of a fighting religion.

One of the calls came from Lincolnshire, and away he
raced to that familiar county with all the enthusiasm of
his nature to fan the flames of this hopeful fire, and grateful
to be unyoked from the measured paces of the cold Super-
intendent. He wrote to Catherine Mumford with fresh
ardour and new conviction of his manifold successes:

My reception has been exceedingly pleasing. Even the
children laugh and dance and sing at my coming, and eyes
sparkle and tongues falter in uttering my welcome. Yes-
terday I had heavy work. Chapel crowded. Enthusiasm
ran very high. Feeling overpowering, and yet not the crash
we expected. My prospects for usefulness seem unbounded.
But God knows best, and where He wants me, there He can
send me. The people love me to distraction, and are ready to
tear me to pieces to have me at their homes. A large party
was invited to meet me.

And again:

Yesterday I preached to crowded congregations, and we had
a crushing prayer meeting. Some splendid cases. I am more
than ever attached to the people. They are thorough-going
folks. Just my sort. I love them dearly, and shall stand by
them and help them when I can.

I have just taken hold of that sketch you sent me on " Be
not deceived," and am about to make a full sermon upon it.
I like it much. It is admirable. I want you to write some
short articles for our magazine. Begin one and get it done by